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Welcome to our fall issue of the 2019-2020 Companion! 

 Over the course of the last few months, many great things have 

happened on campus! Included in this issue is a selection of our student 

highlights and achievements. As we move through the 2019-2020 school 

year, we continue to look for ways we can all ACHIEVE, CARE and 

THRIVE in everything that we do. Included in this newsletter are some 

great examples of students stepping outside of their comfort zone to gain 

experiences and build lasting leadership qualities. We are fortunate to 

have an amazing staff that work tirelessly with our students at providing 

a landscape where they are cared for and challenged to grow, day in and 

day out.  Happy reading! ð Anne Grace Donatucci 

MSAD Directorõs Corner 

Contributed by Matt Kevan, MSAD librarian 

Literacy Night 

 My name is Matt Kevan and Iôm the new librarian for the MSAD Library and MN Resource Libraries. 

Within the new roles and responsibilities that I have, I am most excited to continue the tradition of ASL 

Literacy Night! 

 ASL Literacy Night is a great opportunity for children, families, communities, and ASL students to see 

great literature signed in ASL. Each month a Deaf person will sign a story related to the monthsô theme. It is so 

much fun to see a story come to life! If you canôt make it to Literacy Night, donôt worry! We are now live-

streaming the event on YouTube: MSAD Trojans. This is a great opportunity to reach out to those who are 

looking for more ASL excitement! An interpreter is always there for this event to provide English voice 

interpretation for those still new to ASL.  

 Upon completion of the story, participants get a chance to interact, do arts and crafts related to the 

story, play games, and even win prizes!  

Here are the highlights of the last few months: 

¶ September: ñSonia Sotomayor: A Judge Grows in the Bronxò signed in ASL by Kayla Gonzalez. We 

played a Spanish Bingo game called ñLoteria.ò 

¶ October: ñThe Little Shop of Monstersò signed in ASL by Kim Barron. We created our own little monsters 

with arts and crafts. Monsters were judged and awarded prizes! 

¶ November: ñA Turkey for Thanksgivingò signed in ASL by Lee Jones. We created a Thankful Turkey to 

help remind us of the great things to be thankful for. 

 ASL Literacy Night occurs on the last Monday of the month that aligns with the MSAD school 

calendar. The time for the event has recently changed to start at 4:15 pm. We meet on the MSAD campus in 

Quinn Hallôs Petra Howard Auditorium.  
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 Community service has shown us the 
importance of giving back to our community. So 
far this year for community service, we have done 
a lot and we are looking forward to more 
opportunities. We had fun getting to know our 
classmates and helping each other. It made us look 
at the importance of teamwork and perfection. 
Each student needs a total of 100 hours of 
community service in order to graduate. 

 Even though community service is required 
by MSAD, it is a fun way to help the community, 
learn new things, and make new friends. We liked 
being able to work with people and setting up/
achieving goals. It has been a real pleasure to help 
people and our community.  

 Now, we will explain different community 
service opportunities that we have participated in 
this year. We worked on an anti-bullying video for 
about 7 hours; it was difficult but we learned 
something new and it was a great time. It showed 
all of us how important team work is during 
performing and editing the video. We also 
volunteered in the elementary building. It was fun 
helping in the elementary building with little kids 
and helping teachers organize their classrooms.  
We also helped out in the library. In the library, we 
sorted books and decorated the bulletin boards and 
helped make the library a fun place to be and an 
easy place to find resources.  

 We also were responsible for leading 
activities for our visitors who came for the Region 
10 event. We had over 250 people in attendance on 
campus on that day.   

 We went to the River Bend Nature Center 
and helped set up for their Bats, Bones, and 
Bonfires event. We cleaned their buildings, raked 
leaves off the trails and moved tables.  

 Community service has shown us the 
importance of giving back without expecting 
anything in return and how much fun it can be. 
Even though it is required, it is a fun and enjoyable 
experience.  
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Contributed by Karsen Schroeder and Jordan Iseri, 

MSAD  sophomores.  



   To change things around us, it must start within 
us. At MSAD, we celebrate by acknowledging the 
week of October 21ð25 as Uniting with Kindness 
against bullying.  
 
   On Monday, we celebrated by recognizing female 
sports stars.  Tuesday we dressed up as colorfully 
as we could to brighten each othersô day. 
Wednesday we came together with our sister 
school, Minnesota State Academy for the Blind, for 
an Unity Day event celebrating kindness, 
acceptance, and inclusion.  It was a wonderful 
program!  On Thursday, we had our first Mix-It-Up 
lunch day for all of our students, from kindergarten 
through our 18-21 transition program.  Students 
were randomly assigned to lunch tables and 
encouraged to chat with people other than their 
normal lunch table buddies.  It was a hit!   
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   We ended the week with our traditional Maroon & 
Gold Day on Fridayðrocking away bullying with our 
true school spirit!  
 
   To make the week even more fun, we had a door 
decorating and candy jar guessing contests. It was 
wonderful to see so many groups working creatively 
together, sharing the same message: #TrojansCare!  
 
   Just because Uniting with Kindness week is over, it 
doesnôt mean it has ended.  It is an ongoing practice.  
 
   Mohandas Ghandi said it best: ñYou must be the 
change you wish to see in the world.ò It starts with us 
changing from within.  Starting today, practice 
kindness, acceptance and inclusion everyday.  

Uniting with Kindness Week 

Contributed by Lisa Wasilowski, MSAD School Counselor 
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